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by Germany and would only have prolonged a situation which was
becoming increasingly dangerous to international peace as well as
to public security and economic and financial confidence in the Saar
itself.

It was evident that the decisive factor in the plebiscite would be
the attitude of the Catholics, who formed nearly three quarters of
the population and whose political organization, the Centre Party,
had always held a majority in the Landesrat.   Though the Saar
Catholics might be favourably impressed with National Socialism
in so far as it appealed to their patriotic and anti-Marxist feelings,
they could not but feel misgivings, both at the 'semi-official' ill
treatment of Catholics in the Reich by individual Nazis and at the
considered policy of the new German Government with regard to
them. Even if they were prepared to acquiesce in the curtailment
of their political activities, they might be expected to refuse to sur-
render the final authority in matters of education and moral teaching
to a neo-pagan totalitarian system whose point of view was utterly
irreconcilable with theirs.  It was, however, impossible to foresee
what their attitude would be by the time of the plebiscite, since it
would depend on the state of relations at the moment between the
National Socialist Government and the Catholic Church as repre-
sented both by the Saar Catholics and by the Catholic community in
the Reich.  The Saar Catholics would be all the more strongly in-
fluenced by the policy of the Catholics in the Reich because the
political separation of the Saar from the Reich had not removed them
from the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of their Reichsdeutsch prelates.
In the early days of the international regime the Governing Commis-
sion had hoped that a Bishopric or Apostolic Vicariate might be
specially created to take charge of the Saar, but the French Govern-
ment, who shared this view, did not succeed in persuading the Vatican
to meet their wishes. At the time this meant that the Saar clergy
were able to rely on the support of their ecclesiastical superiors, the
Bishops of Trier and Speyer, for their energetic opposition to French
influence, especially in education, but, later on, this dependence on
the Church in the Reich was to play an equally important part in
the plebiscite campaign.

For some time, at any rate, the Saar Catholics made some resis-
tance to the process of Nazification. For instance, up to the autumn
of 1933 the Landeszeitung, the leading Catholic newspaper, allowed
itself considerable freedom in its indirect criticisms of the Nazi
regime, and when it was finally * brought into line' its editor, Herr
Hoffmann, started a new paper called the Neue, Saar-Post which